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EASTER SUNDAY

ELW HOLY COMMUNION SETTING THREE

Introduction to the Day

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made
new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life
to everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s
faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at the tomb,
we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of
God’s endless love.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*Indicates stand

Prelude: “The Strife is O’er” David N. Johnson
Welcome
Call to Worship: “This is the Day” Jacobus Gallus

*Easter Litany
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

In the water of baptism, we were buried with Christ,
And raised to new life through God’s grace.

Once we were captive to sin and death,
Now we are freed by the promise of the resurrection.

God’s steadfast love endures forever; God’s mercy is new every morning.
This is the day the Lord has made, Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Come, all who hunger for new life, all who thirst for hope and renewal.
We come to hear the living Word and to be nourished at Christ’s table.

Come and see — the tomb is empty.
Christ goes before us, calling us by name.
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!



Gathering Song: Jesus Christ is Risen Today
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1 Je - sus Christ is ris’'n to - day, Al - le Iu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let wus sing, Al - le u - ia!
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al - le u - ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al - le lu - ia!
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le lu - ia!
un - to Christ, our heav'n-ly Kking, Al - le lu - ial
our sal - va - tion have pro -cured; Al - le lu - 1ia!
praise e - ter - nal as his love; Al - le lu - 1a!
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who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - lu - ia!
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - Iu - ia!
now a- bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - Iu - ia!
praise him, all you heav'n-ly host, Al - le - Iu - ial
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suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - ia!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - ia!
where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al - le - lu - ia!
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le - lu - ia!

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. [-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4

Music: EASTER HYMN, I. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



Canticle of Praise

Refrain
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death.
Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the
resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.



First Reading: Acts 10:34-43

A reading from Acts.

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary
of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life,
death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, ‘“receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.” 34 Peter began to speak to Cornelius and his household : “I truly
understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and
practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:
38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.
39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Choir Anthem: “God’s Right Hand and Holy Arm” K. Lee Scott

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4

A reading from Colossians.

Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes
the entire focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ
in God.

1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the
things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message



*Gospel Acclamation
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a

Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to
proclaim the good news: Jesus is risen!

1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.
3His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the
guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be
afraid, for | know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. s He is not here, for he
has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell
his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to
Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” s So they left the tomb quickly
with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. ¢ Suddenly Jesus met them and said,
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus
said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there
they will see me.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pastor Bruce Thorsen



*Hymn of the Day

: Now the Green Blade Rises
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1 Now the green blade es from bur -1ed  grain,
2 In the grave they laid him, love ha - tred  slain,
3 Forth he came at  Eas - ter like ris - en  grain,
4 When our hearts are win - try, griev-ing, or I pain,
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wheat that  in cath  man-y days has lain;
thnk - ing that would nev - er wake a - gain,
he that  for days the grave had  lain;
your touch can us back life gain,
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love lives a - gain, that with the dead has  been;
laid the ecarth like grain that sleeps un - scen;
raised from the dead, my liv-ing Lord 1 seen;
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
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love 18 come a - gan like  wheat a - rs-ing  green.

Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958

Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928, All rights reserved.




Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, we
pray for all creation.

Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the way to everlasting life. Dispel
our fear and doubt, renew our faith, and strengthen our hope in you.

Life-giving God, your creation rejoices in the victory of Christ. Renew the earth by the
light of the resurrection, and make us faithful stewards of all you have made.

Sovereign God, bring your justice and truth to the nations. Where there is violence,
oppression, and corruption, pour out your Spirit to transform and restore that all may
know their worth in your eyes.

Gentle Shepherd, draw near to all who grieve, who are ill, or who live in fear. Reveal
yourself as the Risen One, bringing comfort and peace.

Faithful God, you give us living hope through Christ’s resurrection. Bless your church,
that we may boldly proclaim your victory in word and deed.

Eternal One, we give thanks for all who now share in the joy of the resurrection. Keep us
in your promise until we are gathered into your eternal feast.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new
life with courage to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

Peace: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering

*Offering Prayer

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower
us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous

hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

...and join their unending hymn....
Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table




Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed!

At the empty tomb, Christ meets us with new life and living hope. Here at this table, the
risen Christ comes to us again— in bread and cup, in grace and promise. All are
welcome. Come and receive the living Christ.

Communion Song: Lamb of God ELW ??
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Communion Hymn: Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks WOV 671

Refrain F Dm G m
Al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia, give thanks to the ris - en Lord;

al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia,

1 - sus is Lord of all the earth;
2 Sprc,dd the good news o’er all the  earth:
3 We have been cru - ci - fied with  Christ;
4 God has pro - claimed the just re - ward:
5 Come, let us praise the liv ing God,
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Text: Donald Fishel, b. 1950 ALLELUIA NO. 1
Music:  Donald Fishel, b, 1950; arr. Betty P ulkingham, b, 1928 8 8 and refrain
) 1973 Word of God Music, admin. The Copyright Co.



Communion Hymn: Thine the Amen

ELW 826
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1 Thine the a - men thine the praise al - le - lu - ias an - gels raise
2 Thine the life e - ter - nal - ly thine the prom-ise let there be
3 Thine the tru - ly thine the yes  thine the ta - ble we the guest
4 'Thine the king-dom thine the prize thine the won-der full sur- prise
5 Thine the glo -ty in the night no more dy - ing on - ly light
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thine the ev - er - last -ing head thine the  break-ing of the bread
thine the vi - sion thine the tree all  the earth on bend-ed knee
thine the mer-cy all from thee thine the glo-ry vyet to be
thine the  ban-quet then the praise then the jus - tice of thy ways
thine the riv - er thine the tree then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly
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thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry thine the har - vest then the cup
gone the nail-ing gone the rail -ing gone the plead-ing gone the cry
then the ring-ing and the sing-ing then the end of all the war
thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry then the wel-come to the least
then the ho-ly ho-1ly ho-1ly cel -e - bra-tion ju - bi- lee
9 . =
';(J? 'ﬁl i —— — I i | i i [P ig
—
thine the vine-yard then the cup is lift -ed up lift - ed up.
gone the sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss  lift - ed high.
thine the liv - ing thine the lov - ing ev - er-more ev - er - more.
then the won-der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on - ly thee.

*Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people.
Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

May the God of resurrection fill you with living hope, the risen Christ go before you in
love, and the Holy Spirit give you courage and peace— to live and share the good news.

Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Sending Song: Now All the Vault ELW 367
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1 Now all the wvault of heav'n re- sounds in praise of love that
2 E - ter-mnal is the gift he brings, there - fore our heart with
3 Oh, fill  ws, Lord, with daunt-less love: set heart and will on
4 A - dor-ing prais-es now we bring and with the heav'n-ly
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still a - bounds: “Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!”
rap - ture sings: “Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!”
things a - bove that we con - quer through your tri - umph:
bless -ed  sing: “Christ has tri - umphed! Al - le - lu ia!”
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Now still he comes to give us life and by  his pres -
grant grace suf - fi - cient for life’s day that by our lives
Be to the Fa - ther, and owur Lord, to Spir - it blest,
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of glo - ry here: “Christ has tri - umphed! Christ has tri - umphed!”
ence stills all  swife. Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!
we tru - ly say: Christ has tri - umphed! He is  liv - ing!
most ho - ly God, all the glo - ry. nev - er end - ing!
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Text: Paul Z. Swrodach, 1876—1947, alt.

Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN. Geistliche Kirchengeséiinge, Kiln, 1623

Text & 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress



Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude: Rondeau Jean-Joseph Mouret
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