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Trinity’s Mission 

Bringing God’s love to the world in worship, witness, and service. 
 

Trinity’s Vision 
A Christ and Scripture centered congregation. 

 

• Mission centered congregation constantly evaluating its vision to accomplish its 
mission. 

• A congregation whose members sense that they belong to the body of Christ      
    and, in turn want to provide for the needs of others. 
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Fourth Sunday after Easter 
 

Introduction to the Day 
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the 
sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our 
heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he 
spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of 
the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation. 
 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 *Indicates stand 

 
Prelude: “Jesus Calls Us Here to Meet Him & We Are Your People” 
                                                                                      
Welcome and Announcements 
 

*Thanksgiving for Baptism  
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. All: Amen. 

Joined to Christ in baptism, we give thanks for God’s saving water. 

For the waters of creation and the gift of life, All: We thank you, O God. 

For deliverance through the flood and freedom through the sea,  
All: We thank you, O God. 

For Jesus’ baptism and the gift of the Holy Spirit, All: We thank you, O God. 

For claiming us as your children and giving us new life, All: We thank you, O God. 

Pour out your Spirit and renew us in grace and love.  All: Renew us, O God. 

To you be honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord. All: Amen. 

Renewed by the waters of baptism, let us give thanks and praise to God. 

 
 
 
 



Gathering Song: Jesus Call Us Here to Meet Him 

 



Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety 
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and 
security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

First Reading: Acts 2: 42-47 
A reading from Acts. 
 

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the 
day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community 
is sustained in worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that 
everyone has enough. 

42 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. 
43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 
45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any 
had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke 
bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and 
having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number 
those who were being saved. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 23 (read in unison) 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.  The Lord makes me lie down | in 
green pastures and leads me beside still waters.  You restore my soul, O Lord, 
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.  Though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; for you are with me; your 
rod and your staff, they | comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell 
in the house of the Lord forever.  



Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, 
hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our 
path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity. 

19 It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while 
suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is 
that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing 
before God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, 
but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his 
body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his 
wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you 
have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
Children’s Message 
 
*Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

 



Gospel: John 10:1-10 
The holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual 
leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 

[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the 
gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the 
sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he 
has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because 
they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because 
they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, 
but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All 
who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am 
the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find 
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life and have it abundantly.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon:                                                                             Pastor Bruce Thorsen 
 

Hymn of the Day: Our Shepherd Comes in Loving Care    

             



 
Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 
pray for the needs of all creation. 
 

Merciful God,   
receive our prayer. 

Peace:  The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Meal 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering: “Slow Me Down”                                                                        By O. Stroud 
   



*Offering Prayer  
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower 
us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…. We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                               

 



Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
Come to the table, all are welcome to feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 

 
Communion Song:  Feed Us Now 

 



Communion Song: Feed Us Now 

 



*Communion Blessing 
 
Prayer after Communion  
Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. 
Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all 
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

 
Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Blessing  
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright Information 
Acknowledgments: From Sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS003662. CCLI: Streaming License # 20540273 Size B. CCLI Church Copyright License #2486042 Size B. 
Podcast/Streaming and Music printed by permission under One License # A-711051. Scripture is from the New Revised Standard Updated Version Bible, 
copyright 1989, Division of   Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.; From 
sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved..  The Message (MSG) 
Copyright ? 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson; The Inclusive Bible Copyright ? 2007 by Priests for Equality;  
 
© 2020 Integrity Worship Music/PG Songs And Hymns/ASCAP, (adm worldwide at CapitolCMGPublishing.com, excluding the UK & Europe which is adm 
by Integrity Music). Songbook design/transcriptions by Owen Stroud (owen@owenstroudmusic.com). CCLI# 7212840                                                                                        

http://www.biblica.com/
http://sundaysandseasons.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/?action=getVersionInfo&vid=65


Sending Song: We Are Your People 

 

Dismissal 
Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 


