TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1410 Rogers St
Stevens Point, Wisconsin

Pastor Joyce Heintz
Ministers: Every Baptized Member
Sunday, March 23, 2025, 9:00 a.m.
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Trinity’s Mission
Bringing God’s love to the world in worship, witness, and service.

Trinity’s Vision
A Christ and Scripture centered congregation.
Mission centered congregation constantly evaluating its vision to accomplish its mission.
A congregation whose members sense that they belong to the body of Christ and, in turn want
to provide for the needs of others.

Telephone: 715 344-2869, Email: trinity@trinitysp.com
Fax: 715 344-9123, Website: www.trinitysp.com
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ACS Holy Communion Setting 12

Introduction to the day

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut down! The
warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s readiness
to till the ground one more year. That is good news for all of us. Thanks be to God!
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The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

Have mercy, O God, against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us
from our sin and take away our guilt.

Create in us a new heart and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with
your Holy Spirit and restore your joy within us. Amen.

Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love. Blessed be God forever.
Gathering Song: “Light Dawns on a Weary World” ELW #726

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death,

and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love to
fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9

To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is a celebration of
abundant life. God calls them into an everlasting covenant of love. Those who return to God will
enjoy new life and forgiveness, because God’s ways are not our ways.

1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you who have no money,

come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.

2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread and your earnings for that which does
not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.

3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting
covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.

4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples.

5 Now you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to
you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near;
7let the wicked forsake their way and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord,
that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Paul uses images from Hebrew Scriptures and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus Christ: He is
our rock, our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of God’s faithfulness.



11 do not want you to be ignorant, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud,
and all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and
all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the
spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased
with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.

6 Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. 7 Do
not become idolaters as some of them did, as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink,
and they rose up to play.” 8 We must not engage in sexual immorality, as some of them did, and
twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9 We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them
did, and were destroyed by serpents.

10 And do not complain, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 These things
happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the
ends of the ages have come. 12 So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall.
13 No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not
let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that
you may be able to endure it.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Children’s Message

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Luke 13:1-9

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is deserved into a
hard call to obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope that the timeline for ultimate
judgment will be tempered by patience.



1 At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate
had mingled with their sacrifices.2 Jesus asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans
suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?3 No, I tell you, but unless
you repent you will all perish as they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of
Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the other people living
in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you, but unless you repent you will all perish just as they did.”

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came looking for
fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the man working the vineyard, ‘See here! For three years
I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be
wasting the soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put
manure on it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good, but if not, you can cut it down.” ”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pastor Kurt Hoffman
Hymn of the Day: “As the Deer Runs to the River” ELW #331
Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession: God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Peace: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
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God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering/Choir Anthem

Offering Prayer

Let us pray. God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. Word
and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and
nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ,
our strength and our song. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

Gluten free bread (allergen: egg). GF wafers are also available.

Communion Song
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world grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Hymns:
“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” ELW #461

“By Your Hand You Feed Your People” ELW #469

Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion
Let us pray. Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have been

nourished with the very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be strengthened to keep
your word and to proclaim the power of your love in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
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God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and your minds in -+ Christ
Jesus. Amen.

Sending Song: “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” ELW #618

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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