TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1410 Rogers St
Stevens Point, Wisconsin

Pastor Joyce Heintz
Ministers: Every Baptized Member
Sunday, April 21, 2024, 9:00 a.m.

THE OO0 SHEPHERD
LAYS DOWN HIS LIFE
FOR THE SHEER

Trinity’s Mission
Bringing God’s love to the world in worship, witness, and service.

Trinity’s Vision
A Christ and Scripture centered congregation.
* Mission centered congregation constantly evaluating its vision to accomplish its mission.
» A congregation whose members sense that they belong to the body of Christ and, in turn want
to provide for the needs of others.

Telephone: 715 344-2869, Email: trinity@trinitysp.com
Fax: 715 344-9123, Website: www.trinitysp.com
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Introduction to the day
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the relationship

between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd
authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John
illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth
with any sibling in need.

Ga t/len}?g

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Welcome and Announcements

Gathering Song: “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” ELW #362
vs.1,2,6,8

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. And also with you.

Hymn of Praise: “We Are Called” ELW #720

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your

fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Acts 4:5-12

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of the
resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can
proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities.

5The next day 'the rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, swith Annas the high priest,
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made
the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?”
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, oif we are
guestioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this
man has been healed, 1olet it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified,
whom God raised from the dead. 11 This Jesus is

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;

it has become the cornerstone.’

12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals
by which we must be saved.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 23

1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.

2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.

3You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil; for you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

s5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.

sSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord forever.

Choir Anthem



Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24

Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we
share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such
love we fulfill God’s commandments.

16We know love by this, that 'Jesus Christ' laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down
our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and
sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?

1gLittle children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will
know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts
do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.

23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and
love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him,
and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Children’s Message

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Gospel: John 10:11-18

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who cares
for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them.



Jesus said: 11T am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves
the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs
away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 141 am the good shepherd. | know my own
and my own know me, 1sjust as the Father knows me and | know the Father. And I lay down my
life for the sheep. 16l have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. | must bring them also, and
they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father
loves me, because | lay down my life in order to take it up again. 1sNo one takes it from me, but |
lay it down of my own accord. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it up again. |
have received this command from my Father.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Message

Hymn of the Day: “You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd” ACS #954
(sung to ELW #417)

Affirmation of Faith

We believe in one God, creator of all life,

maker of past, present and future.

Lord of all people and of all memories and hopes.
We believe in Jesus Christ,

God’s Word of grace, and love made flesh,

who came to declare good news to those in despair,
to liberate both the oppressed and the oppressor,
to proclaim God’s mercy as our hope.

We believe in God’s Holy Spirit,

who takes our shattered dreams and makes us whole again,
who lifts our dying spirits and gives us courage,
who resurrects us to new life.

We believe that the Church is of God

and will endure to the end of time,

and calls us into a life of love and service.

Prayers of Intercession
Response: God of grace, hear our prayer.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



Offering Song:

Meal

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

“May This Church Be Like a Tree”
(verses choir/All refrain)

Refrain [ Estribillo
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Offering Prayer

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to
praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. *The bread is gluten free.

Communion Song: “Lamb of God”
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.



Communion Hymns:
“Shepherd Me, O God” ELW #780

“Build a Longer Table” ACS #1062

Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as
witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

5cnc/ing

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Song: “Have No Fear, Little Flock” ELW #764
Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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