TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1410 Rogers St
Stevens Point, Wisconsin

Pastor Joyce Heintz
Ministers: Every Baptized Member
Sunday, April 14, 2024, 9:00 a.m.
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Trinity’s Mission
Bringing God’s love to the world in worship, witness, and service.

Trinity’s Vision
A Christ and Scripture centered congregation.
Mission centered congregation constantly evaluating its vision to accomplish its mission.
A congregation whose members sense that they belong to the body of Christ and, in turn want
to provide for the needs of others.

Telephone: 715 344-2869, Email: trinity@trinitysp.com
Fax: 715 344-9123, Website: www.trinitysp.com
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ELW Holy Communion Setting Three

Introduction to the day

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares food with
the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each Sunday. In today’s
gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death,
and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday worship.
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The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude: “Komm, heiliger Geist, Herre Gott” by Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)

Welcome and Announcements

Gathering Song: The Day of Resurrection! ELW #361

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

Hymn of Praise: “We Are Called” ELW #720

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children.
Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Acts 3:12-19
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises
to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection,
God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name.



12 Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at
us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you
handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But
you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you
killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith
in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that
is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.

17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details
of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our
sins.

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what
we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him
purify themselves, just as he is pure.

4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. sNo one who abides in him sins; no one who
sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does
what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Children’s Message

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to
understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a
mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.

36bJesus himself stood among 'the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 3sHe said to them, “Why are you
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 3sLook at my hands and my feet; see that it is
I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”
40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 21While in their joy they were
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave
him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence.

44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”
45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written,
that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You
are witnesses of these things.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon: Pastor Ron Pechauer

Hymn of the Day: “The Church of Christ in Every Age” ELW #729
vs. 1-3

Affirmation of Faith

We believe in one God, creator of all life,

maker of past, present and future.

Lord of all people and of all memories and hopes.
We believe in Jesus Christ,

God’s Word of grace, and love made flesh,

who came to declare good news to those in despair,
to liberate both the oppressed and the oppressor,
to proclaim God’s mercy as our hope.

We believe in God’s Holy Spirit,

who takes our shattered dreams and makes us whole again,
who lifts our dying spirits and gives us courage,
who resurrects us to new life.

We believe that the Church is of God

and will endure to the end of time,

and calls us into a life of love and service.



Prayers of Intercession
Response: God of grace, hear our prayer.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Meal

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Offering/Bell Choir: “Glorious Celebration” by Cynthia Dobrinski (1950-2021)

Offering Prayer

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to
praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. *The bread is gluten free.

Communion Song:

“Lamb of God”

(page 146 found in the front of the Red Hymnal)
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Communion Hymns:

“Touch That Soothes and Heals”

ACS #939
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“As We Gather at Your Table” ELW #522
Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as
witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

5cna'ing

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace. Amen.

Sending Song: “The Strife Is o’er, the Battle Done” ELW #366
vs. 1,35

Dismissal
Go in peace. United in Christ. Ignited by the Spirit. Excited to Serve.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: “Toccata from Symphony No. 5” by Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937)

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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