TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1410 Rogers St
Stevens Point, Wisconsin

Pastor Ted Johanson
Ministers: Every Baptized Member
Sunday, March 26, 2023, 9:00 & 10:45 a.m.
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Trinity’s Mission
Bringing God’s love to the world in worship, witness, and service.

Trinity’s Vision
A Christ and Scripture centered congregation.
Mission centered congregation constantly evaluating its vision to accomplish its mission and
A congregation whose members sense that they belong to the body of Christ and, in turn want
to provide for the needs of others.

Telephone: 715 344-2869, Email: trinity@trinitysp.com
Fax: 715 344-9123, Website: www.trinitysp.com
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The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Welcome and Announcements

(9:00) Baptism page 227 in the ELW

(10:45) Affirmation of Baptism page 234 in the ELW

Gathering Song:

1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
my great Redeemer's praise,
the glories of my God and King,
the triumphs of his grace!

2 My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad
the honors of your name.

3 The name of Jesus charms our fears
and bids our sorrows cease,
sings music in the sinner's ears,
brings life and health and peace.

Greeting

“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

ELW #886

4 He speaks, and list'ning to his voice,

new life the dead receive;
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice,
the humble poor believe.

Look unto him, your Savior own,

O fallen human race!

Look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!

To God all glory, praise, and love
be now and ever giv'n

by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav'n.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on wus, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!
Canticle of Praise
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1 Come, let us join our cheer-ful songs with an-gels round the throne;
2 “Wor - thy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “to be ex - alt - ed  thus!”

3 Je - sus is wor-thy to re-ceive hon - or and powr di - vine;
4 Let allcre-a - tion join in one to blessthe sa-cred name
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ten thou-sand thou-sand are their tongues, but all their joys are one.
“Wor - thy the Lamb,”our lips re - ply, “for he was slain for us!”
and bless-ings,more than we can give, be, Lord, for - ev - er thine.
of God who sits up -on the throne, and to a - dore the Lamb.

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and
death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life
in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reighs with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.



Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
A reading from Ezekiel.

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in
exile, will live again in their land through God'’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured
that through this vision they will know that “I am the Lord.”

1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. sHe said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?”
I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. sThus says the Lord God to these bones: | will
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. sl will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall
know that | am the Lord.”

7So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. sl looked, and there were sinews on them,
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them.
9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says
the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may
live.” 10l prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12Therefore prophesy, and say to
them, Thus says the Lord God: | am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that |
am the Lord, when | open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14l will
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your own soil; then you shall
know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11
A reading from Romans.

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force
behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by
which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed
it cannot, sand those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though
the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 111f the Spirit of him
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Children’s Message

Gospel Acclamation
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.
Gospel: John 11:1-45

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother
Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But
when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” sAccordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and
her sister and Lazarus, safter having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the
place where he was.

7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” sThe disciples said to him,
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not



stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because
the light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep,
but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep,
he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he
was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake |
am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was
called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 1sNow
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha
and Mary to console them about their brother. 20\When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now | know that God will give you whatever
you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him,
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 20And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to
him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met
him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go
out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there.
32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to
weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did 1
not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41S0 they took away the stone.
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 421 knew that you
always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may
believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in
him.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon Pastor Ted Johanson
Offering/Special Music: Bell Choir

Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace
and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

P: The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table

P: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

(Congregation is seated)

Healing Liturgy: Introduction

P: Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near and sent the disciples to
continue this work of healing—with prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. In the name
of Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the world, we now entrust to God all who are in need
of healing.



Prayers of Intercession

In your great mercy, hear us, O God.

Laying on of Hands and Communion
P: Sisters and brothers, | invite you to come and receive signs of healing and wholeness in the
name of the triune God.

Communion Song

Lamb of God
Gary Rand
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Hymns:

“Healer of Our Every IlI” ELW #612

Refrain 2 Inthe pain and joy beholding
Healer of our ev'ry ill, how your grace is still unfolding,
light of each tomorrow, give us all your vision, God of love. Refrain
give us peace beyond our fear,
and hope beyond our sorrow. 3 Give us strength to love each other,
ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother;
1 You who know our fears and sadness, Spirit of all kindness, be our guide. Refrain

grace us with your peace and gladness;

Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts. Refrain 4 You who know each thought and feeling,
teach us all your way of healing;
Spirit of compassion, fill each heart. Refrain

“I Am the Bread of Life” ELW #485

1 "l am the Bread of life. 3 "Unless you eat

You who come to me shall not hunger, of the flesh of the Son of Man

and who believe in me shall not thirst. and drink of his blood,

No one can come to me unless the Father and drink of his blood,

beckons." you shall not have life within you." Refrain
Refrain 4 "l am the resurrection,

"And | will raise you up, I am the life.

and I will raise you up, If you believe in me,

and | will raise you up on the last day." even though you die, you shall live forever."

Refrain

2 "The bread that | will give

is my flesh for the life of the world, 5 Yes, Lord, | believe

and if you eat of this bread, that you are the Christ,

you shall live forever, you shall live forever." the Son of God,

Refrain who have come into the world. Refrain

“Christ, Our Peace” ACS 1037

Christ, our peace,
you break down the walls that divide us;
Christ, our peace,
come, make us one body in you.



Blessing

(P) Almighty God, who is a strong tower to all, to whom all things in heaven and on earth bow and
obey, be now and evermore your sure defense, and help you to know that the name given to us for
health and salvation is the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

A: Let us pray. Merciful God, constant source of all healing,
We give you thanks for all your gifts of strength and life,
And above all we thank you for the gift of your Son,
Through whom we have health and salvation.

As we wait for that day when there will be no more pain,
Help us by your Holy Spirit

To be assured of your power in our lives

And to trust in your eternal love;

Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen



5cna'ing

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

P: The God of all consolation bless you in every way,

Grant you hope all the days of your life,

Restore you the health and grant you salvation,

Fill your heart with peace,
And lead you to eternal life.

Almighty God bless you, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Sending Song:

Refrain
Jesus is a rock in a weary land,
a weary land, a weary land;
my Jesus is a rock in a weary land,
a shelter in a time of storm.

1 No one can do like Jesus,
not a mumbling word he said;
he went walking down to Lazarus' grave,
and he raised him from the dead. Refrain

Dismissal

A: Go in peace.
Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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“Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land”

ELW #333

2 When Jesus was on earth,

the flesh was very weak;
he took a towel and girded himself
and he washed his disciples' feet. Refrain

Yonder comes my Savior,
him whom I love so well;
he has the palm of victory
and the keys of death and hell. Refrain



