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Happy New Year 
 
The church’s year begins anew with the first Sunday in 
Advent. This year, that fell upon November 28. Our 
denomination operates (as most lectionary based churches 
do) on a three year cycle based on the Gospels. We are 
now in the third year of the cycle which means that our 
Gospel readings will be from Luke.  
 
To celebrate Advent this year, we are holding Wednesday 
evening services at 7:30 pm, using a favorite resource, the 
Holden Evening Prayer service. These are live services and 
we hope that you will join us as we anticipate the coming 
of Christmas together. 
 
While we are still in a cautious mode regarding worship 
services, we do want to provide many opportunities for 
live worship this Christmas. We are holding four Christmas 
Eve services: 3 p.m., 5 p.m., 7 p.m., and 9 p.m. The first 
two services will be oriented toward families with children. 
The later two will be candlelight services with Holy 
Communion. The Trinity choir is not back in full force yet, 
but a number of members will be offering special music for 
each of the services. We look forward to being together 
again this Christmas, celebrating Christ’s birth in a more or 
less usual way. For those desiring to tune in for worship 
online, the 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. services will each be 
broadcast on Facebook live and on our website (through 
YouTube).   
 
Because Christmas falls on a Saturday this year, we will 
also be having live worship services on Saturday morning 
at 10:45 a.m., as well as our regular Sunday service on the 
26th at 10:45. With plenty of opportunity for live worship, I 
hope you will join us as we celebrate this season.  
 
Happy New Year. 
 
~Pastor Clay 

 
PASTOR CLAY’S 

COLUMN 

Our congregational bylaws require that we hold an annual 
meeting between January 15 and 31. They also allow for 
creativity in holding our meetings, including electronic 
means. Accordingly, the Executive Committee has set the 
following dates for our budget information meetings and 
our annual meetings, all of which will be held via Zoom. 
 

Informational meetings 
Noon on Sunday, January 16 

6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 19 
 

Annual meeting 
10:15 a.m. on January 23  

 
Watch for more information about how to participate in 
this important ministry event. 

Memorial Service 
for 

Sue Ann McAbee 
on December 5th 

 
Our friend Sue Ann died in 2020 
and the family has been waiting 
for a time when the church 

could be open for a memorial service. That service has 
now been set for Sunday, December 5 at 2 p.m. Please 
join the family at that time as we remember our beloved 
Sue Ann and celebrate her life. 
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Loose Change for December 2021: 
The UWSP Cupboard  
  
Thousands of UWSP students receive need-based financial 
aid. Many of these students are enrolled in local food 
assistance and WIC programs. As life is unpredictable, 
students encounter short-term financial emergencies and 
find themselves choosing between buying food and paying 
other bills. The UWSP Cupboard was created to help 
students temporarily meet their basic needs, so that they 
can focus on succeeding in school. The December Loose 
Change collection will be dedicated to The Cupboard.    
  
The Cupboard provides food and personal hygiene items 
through a supervised and well-managed pantry in the 
Dreyfus University Center on the UW-Stevens Point 
campus. Any registered student can access the services by 
walking in or completing an online form. The Cupboard is 
staffed by student volunteers, who not only sort and stock 
items, but also prepare bags of groceries for pick up.  
  
Your loose change will be collected and made available to 
The Cupboard to purchase perishable items, high nutrient 
foods, and high-demand items missing from the inventory. 
Thank you for your generosity!   
 
Make your check out to Trinity Lutheran Church with 
UWSP-Cupboard on the memo line.  Donate your loose 
change or check in the offering plate on Sunday morning, 
or mail it to Trinity Lutheran Church, or drop off your 
donation in the mail slot in door #2 on the west side of the 
church.  
  

~Global & Local Outreach Committee  

There are three ways to get your 
monetary donations to Trinity: 
 
1- Include your donation in your offering envelope. (Write 
the amount in the box labeled “other.”)  
 
2- Or on the memo line of your check simply indicate the 
amount of your offering and where you would like it to 
benefit. 
 
3- You can also do an online donation through GivePlus on 
our website. 

 
LOOSE CHANGE 

SPARE-A-DIME 

Trinity will again be sponsoring several 

families through the “Holiday 
Basket Project.” We are 

developing an online sign-up system that 
will work for both those who would like to purchase gifts 
for our sponsored families, as well as those who would 
prefer to donate to our efforts. Stay tuned to the Trinity 
Weekly email as we get closer to December for the latest 
details on how you can be a part of this special program. 

To receive credit in 2021, year-
end giving should be received in 
the church office no later than 
NOON on Thursday, December 

30th.  Offerings received after that 
time will be credited to your 2022 

giving. 

Trinity’s Benevolence Fund needs 
a boost. This money is used to 
assist local neighbors who have 
urgent needs for a gas or grocery 
card, or assistance with rent. 
During this Covid season, far more 
people than usual have struggled 
to stay in their housing. Trinity is 
now a member of One Big Tent, a 
new helping agency that incorporates many Stevens Point 
resources, including local churches, the Rent Ready 
program, and others. Rental assistance will be disbursed 
through the One Big Tent system, which provides 
accountability and coordination toward these needs.  



4 

 

 
GROCERY DONATIONS 

“Hat and Mitten Tree” 
This year’s “Hat and Mitten Tree” collection 
to benefit Operation Bootstrap has kicked 
off! Please bring your donations of new 
hats, mittens or scarves to Trinity and 
place them in the appropriate bin just 
outside the south doors of the church 
or add them to the tree in the 
narthex. With temperatures 
dropping, let’s help make this season a 
little warmer for those in need throughout our community. 
The last day to drop off items is Monday, December 6th. 
We are grateful for your continued support! 

Thank you for your ongoing generosity by helping those in 
need. During October you gave $410 for ELCA World 
Hunger, $289 to Operation Bootstrap, and $245 to Empty 
Bowls. Through your generosity we are able to help people 
here and around the world that struggle with hunger and 
poverty.  Thank you!  
 
The Salvation Army will be the recipient of our grocery 
cash donations during the month of December.  Located in 
the Hope Center at 1600 Briggs Street the Salvation Army 
helps people who are struggling to put their lives together 
again.   
 
At the time of writing this article your cash contributions 
are needed to purchase bedding (specifically twin-sized 
sheets), pillows and towels.  These will be used by new 
residents at the Hope Center and by residents who are 
moving back into mainstream life.  Cash to purchase 
outdoor winter clothing is also needed. 
   
As it gets colder, life is getting busier at the Hope Center. 
Also, some of the government programs are running out, 
so there are more requests for aid.  
 
Another way you can help out is to ring bells at the little 
red kettles around town during November and December.  
Go to registertoring.com to sign up.  Thank you for sharing 
God’s love during this Christmas season. 

  
HUNGER 

Support ELCA World Hunger by giving ELCA Good Gifts to 
friends and family this Christmas.  The ELCA Good Gifts 
catalog contains real examples from projects currently 
supported through different churchwide ministries here in 
the United States and throughout the world.  These 
projects are planned by our partners to receive the kind of 
support each community specifically needs. 
 
Check out a Good Gifts catalog at the Information Counter 
by the church office.  You will find information about the 
projects as well as how to order gift cards.  Ornaments are 
also available at the counter.  You can choose a gift for that 
special someone by going to ELCA.org/goodgifts or by 
using the phone number or address listed in the catalog. 
As members of the ELCA, we believe that God’s love in 
Jesus is a gift.  ELCA Good Gifts is just one way you can 
share that love with others.  Thank you for your generosity.



5 

 

 MISSIONARY NEWSLETTER 

Dear friends, 
 
This past week I attended and presented at the annual Lutheran Communion in Southern Africa (LUCSA) regional youth 
peer educators’ review and planning workshop held in Johannesburg at the Lutheran center. Following strict COVID 
protocols over 25 young adults shared reports of the highlights, challenges and achievements during the past year in their 
respective countries and churches. 
They participated in devotions and 
in capacity building sessions 
focussing on psycho-social 
support, disaster preparedness, 
mainstreaming HIV&AIDS and 
Gender Justice, report writing 
skills, the Sustainable 
Development Goals, resource 
mobilization, context analysis and 
strategic planning for the coming 
months including World AIDS Day 
and the 16 Days of Activism 
against Gender Based Violence.  
 
Thokozani from Eswatini commented, “ I have learnt that we can lean on each other as peer educators to spread 
information and save more people.” 
 
Alice from Mozambique put it well, “The LUCSA Peer Educators are known to be 
activists. They are dynamic, enthusiastic and passionate…with the assistance of 
the LUCSA HIV&AIDS program we are bringing about change in attitudes, 
knowledge and behavior… We are part of the new generation that chooses to say, 
‘I know about HIV&AIDS, I know my status and I can speak freely about 
prevention…I care about the infected and affected and take responsibility for my 
own health.’”  
 
ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response programs continue to 
support sustainable development projects in Southern Africa to assist companion 
churches as they work to mitigate the impact of poverty, HIV&AIDS, climate 
change and the COVID-19 pandemic in the communities they serve. 
 
Thank you for your prayers, support and your participation in God’s mission locally 
and globally. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Rev. Dr. Philip Knutson ELCA Regional Representative - Southern Africa / Johannesburg, 
October 25, 2021 
My blog page address is: https://southernafricanconnections.wordpress.com/ 
 
Please visit my fundraising page. (Note: This fundraising page is set up for individuals’ gifts only.) If you are donating on 
behalf of a congregation or organization, please visit ELCA.org/MissionaryGiving for online giving.  
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Live Streamed Worship 
Trinity’s worship staff will move from live-streaming our 
10:45 service to streaming our 9 a.m. service. Please note 
that those who prefer to watch the service at 10:45 or later 
will still have full access to the service at the time of their 

choosing. Note also that our 
services can be viewed on 
Facebook, YouTube, our 

Trinitysp.com website, and on local 
access TV during the week.  

are required 

http://Trinitysp.com
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The next Trinity Lunch Bunch is at noon  

Tuesday,  December 21st. To help us 
determine a number for the reservation, 
RSVP anytime either by email or phone 
that you will be attending. 
 

Jane Flanagan 
flanagan55@charter.net or 715-341-4989  

 
Jane Goudreau 

The Worship Committee is planning the 
Christmas decorations for the sanctuary. If 
you would like to purchase a poinsettia for 
their use, please return this form to the 
church office by Monday, December 13th. 
 
Name__________________________________________ 
 
#_____Poinsettia(s) at $20.00 = $____________________ 
 
Given in Memory of: 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
Given in Celebration of: 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
______ I will pick up my poinsettia following the 10:45 
 a.m. Christmas Day Service. 
 
______ Please deliver the plant to a shut-in. 
 
______ I would like to help deliver plants to shut-ins. 

“CAP Services’ Volunteer Tax Assistance Coordinator is 
looking for Intake Specialists, Interpreters and Tax 
Preparers for Portage County for the upcoming 2021 tax 
season.  Applicants will receive training in standards of 
conduct, intake procedures and tax law as well as free 
basic tax filing in return for one 3-4 hour shift per week 
during the tax season.  Visit www.capservices.org/vita for 
an application or call 920-647-0978.” 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

mailto:flanagan55@charter.net
http://www.capservices.org/vita
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 TRINITY 
LIBRARY 

 
TRINITY 

QUILTMAKERS 

As we recently re-set our clocks, it is time to “fall” into a 
well written novel.  New on our shelves is The Rope Walk 
by Carrie Brown.  The story is of a young girl’s coming of 
age. The unique celebration of her tenth birthday will bring 
tears and ultimate understanding as she struggles to aid a 
crippled retired English professor who longs to hike again. 
 
Also the library committee purchased books recommended 
by Mary Lou Harris-Manske at Book Look. Look for these 
primary books on display Rhyming Dust Bunnies, Just Ask 
and Our Table. 

~Pam Enerson, Library Committee 

We finished our year with quilts and kits being sent to the 
semi in Wisconsin Rapids.  From there they go to the St. 
Paul warehouse and then off to where they are needed 
most. Thank you to Rick Rothman, Keith Widdel, Bill 
Taugner, Gurdon Hamilton, Fred Krause and Jerry Trachte 
for loading all the boxes.  And a special Thank You to Jeff 
Martin who rented a U-Haul trailer and drove the load to 
Rapids. 
 
We sent 246 quilts, 143 Baby Care Kits, 203 School Kits 120 
Personal Care Kits to Lutheran World Relief. We also gave 7 
quilts to Operation Bootstrap. 
 
Thank You to all the Quilting Day participants: Bea Berg, 
Frieda Pawlitzke, Diane Beversdorf, Margaret Pitzrick, Sue 
Clussman, Judy Plisch, Leanna Rusch, Jan Gjevre, Olivia 
Santangelo, Mary Ann Stevens, Nina Heckler, Shari Willer, 
Barbara Krueger, Susan Melby, Sandy Orgish and Nancy 
Wild. 
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed fabric and sheets 
for making quilt tops and backs. A special thank you to 
Donna Schmit, our pastor’s sister, who gave us a ton of 
fabric. Thank you to all the ladies who sew quilt tops and 
layette items at home. Thank you to all who make baby 
sweaters: those who knit, crochet and sew on buttons. 
Thanks to Thrivent Financial for all the money we received 
through the ’Action Team’ project to buy supplies. Thank 
you to everyone who contributes baby items, especially 
Jane Goudreau who did a ton of shopping. Also, thanks to 
everyone who contributes baby items and items for the 
health and school kits. We couldn’t do any of them without 
the help of so many people. 
 
We have one work day in December. That is Tuesday, 
December 14. LWR Quilts are highly regarded throughout 
the world because of their quality and consistency. Join us 
in the Chapel Area as we work together making quilts that 
bring comfort to the less fortunate.  

~Lois Hagen 
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The Stewardship Committee wants to begin sharing the 
many kinds of contributions that Trinity members make to 
our ministry and mission. The goal is to thank people and 
tell others what they have done. Enjoy our Thank and Tell 
Corner. 
 

 Thank you to the many that provided supplies for the 
LWR School Kits. 

 

 Thank you to the following that packed LWR School 
Kits, Personal Care Kits and picked them up:  Michaela 
Crandell, Nina and Alan Heckler, Barb Krueger, Diane 
Lavin, Gary Pucci, Janet Swiston and Diane Witte. 

 

 Thank you to all those who assisted with the fall work 
day. 

 

 Thanks to the women of Trinity that helped decorate 
and the lead the ThankOffering service. 

 
THANK & TELL 

 TLC 
PRESCHOOL 

I thank you for all the prayers and 
cards. You made me feel like family 

during this time of sorrow. 
~ Deb Shuda 

November was a month of “Thanks”!  Thank-

you to those who have helped the Learning Center 
throughout the year. We appreciate all your donations, 
helping with fundraisers and any extra work the learning 
center has needed.  
 
The learning center went through the formal rating process 
for YoungStar. We will have our results soon.  The staff did 
an amazing job getting ready for the process. We are 
thankful for all of our hardworking staff that care so much 
for the children. 
 
November was a time for evaluating things at TLC&P.  We 
are working on the budget for the upcoming year!  We are 
hoping the next year brings health and happiness to 
everyone. 
 
The learning center would like to wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year! 
 
Sincerely,  
Amy Kurkowski 
Director 

 B & G NEWS 

Simply, THANK YOU! 
 

Our Leafathon was a great success! Now, you may be 
thinking there still are leaves! Yes, some of the trees on our 
grounds have just had color change and their leaves are 
still hanging on! But, our prearranged goal of raking and 
clearing the leaves and trimming plants and bushes in 
preparation for winter was accomplished. Thanks to the 
following, that participated the day of or helped out prior, 
Leafathon participants were: Glen Bauer, Kristi Bean, Steve 
and Cathy Chizzo, Pam and Steve Jensen, Tom Johnson, 
Todd Lewis, Gary Pucci, Russ Prusak, Jerry Trachte, and 
Nate Wetzel. 
 
Thank you to Steve Jensen and Jim Martin for the great job 
they did on extending the sound booth! This extension was 
needed as we have gained more equipment to Live-Stream 
worship. 
 
Thank you to Jim Wroblewski for sharing his electrical 
knowledge at 1501 Clark Street and Trinity. 
 
Thank you to Steve Jensen and Gary Pucci for washing 
windows at 1501 Clark Street. 
 
Thank you to Glen Bauer for installing LED T8s in the first 
floor classrooms. 
 

Thanks, The Building & Grounds Committee  
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CHURCH OFFICE 
Phone .................................................................. (715) 344-2869 
Hours .............................................. Weekdays 8:00 am-4:00 pm 
Answering Machine ............................................ (715) 344-2869 
Fax....................................................................... (715) 344-9123 
Sunday Worship .................................. 9:00 a.m. and 10:45  a.m. 
Wednesday Worship .................................................... 5:00 p.m. 
All Committee Night ............. Tuesday, December 7 at 7:00 p.m. 
Church Council .................... Monday, December 27 at 6:30 p.m. 
Trinity Website ............................................. www.trinitysp.com  
Twitter ................................................................@TrinityinPoint 
 

CHURCH STAFF CONTACT 
Clay Schmit, Senior Pastor .................................... 715-496-1957 
 ClaySchmit@trinitysp.com 
Todd Lewis, Youth and Family .............................. 715-864-4614 
 ToddLewis@trinitysp.com 
Doris Way, Administrative Assistant ............................. 344-2869 
 trinity@trinitysp.com 
Tammy Koch, Financial Assistant .................................. 344-2869 
 tammykoch@trinitysp.com 
Glen Bauer, Director, Building & Grounds .................... 570-4931 
 GlenBauer@trinitysp.com 
Katie Wroblewski, Principal Organist & Bell Choir ............. 572-3492 
Heidi Corcoran, Coordinator of Worship and Arts ....... 592-3594 
Matt Buchman, Conductor of Choirs & Praise Band ..... 498-3633 
Barb Towey, Organist Emerita ...................................... 341-1825 
Amy Kurkowski, TLC&P Director ................................... 344-2227 
East Central Synod website/e-mail ................................ecsw.org 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL HOME 
Tina Peters, President ................................................... 341-6570 
Jeff Martin, Past President ............................................ 341-9619 
Edye Ray, Vice President .............................................. 592-6607 
Donna Watson, Secretary ............................................. 341-7424 
Sue Acaley, Treasurer ................................................... 345-9935 
Kristen Bean, Building & Grounds ................................ 340-5438 
Jon Houtman, Christian Education ............................... 342-4491 
Roberta Holthusen, Christian Life & Growth ................ 341-0807 
Megan Espe, Communication ....................................... 830-9434 
Diane Witte, Global/Local Outreach ............................. 295-0121 
Jeff Martin, Personnel................................................... 341-9619 
Joel Lemke, Stewardship .............................................. 572-0259 
Amy Kurkowski, TLC&P ................................................. 344-2227 
Diane Witte, Worship ................................................... 295-0121 
Vacant, Youth & Family Ministry .......................................................  

TOWER STAFF 
Editor: Tammy Koch, clerk@trinitysp.com 

 

Tower Assembly: 
Roberta Holthusen, Betty Scheppa, Shari Willer, Diane & Ralph 

Lavin, Bea Berg, Judy Spilde, Laurie Graboski-Bauer  
 

TOWER DEADLINE: December 21, 2021 

 12-MONTH 
BUDGET ACTUAL 

Envelope Offering 521,984.66 425,340.40 

Loose Offering 5500.00 1,788.00 

Miscellaneous 0.00 2,121.25 

World Hunger 0.00 2,015.00 

Seasonal Offering 10,750.00 3,656.25 

   
Receipts (YTD) 541,242.66 434,981.77 

Disbursements 565,310.50 435,898.96 

Net (+/-) (24,067.84) (917.19) 

   
Receipts (Month)  33,522.99 

Disbursements  55,638.64 

Net (+/-)  (22,115.65) 

 12/31/19 12/31/20 

Baptized Membership 1076 1064 

Confirmed Membership 789 783 

AT THE ADVERTISERS SUPPORTING THE 

TOWER. This Tower comes to you free 
of charge thanks to our sponsors. 

Please patronize the businesses that advertise on the back 
page and thank them for their support. MANY THANKS TO 
OUR ADVERTISERS! 

Another way to support Trinity’s ongoing Youth and 
Family programs. Are you an Amazon.com shopper? 
When placing your upcoming Christmas orders visit 
www.smile.amazon.com instead and select Trinity 
Lutheran as the charity you support. It’s quick and 
easy and 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible items 
will be donated back to our ministry. AmazonSmile 
features the same selection of products, low prices 
and convenience as the regular site with the added 
benefit of supporting community organizations. 
Happy shopping! 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1410 ROGERS STREET ~ STEVENS POINT,  WI 54481  

FROM OUR CHURCH RECORDS 

THROUGH THE MONTH OF 

OCTOBER 2021 

http://www.smile.amazon.com
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  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.lpicommunities.com Trinity Lutheran, Stevens Point, WI A 4C 01-0870

SALES, SERVICE and CAR RENTAL 

715-341-1020 715-341-1020 
2849 Church St, Stevens Point, WI

Quality Dependable

Auto Repair & Service

Performed By Qualified

Technicians You Can Trust!

Doug Noskowiak, Owner
3145 Church St. • (715) 341-1576

5382 Hw 10 East • (715) 341-1600
Express Lube • (715) 341-1576

stevenspoint@autoselectonline.com

Locally Owned and 
Operated for over 

60 Years
4TH GENERATION

715.344.0727
901 Clark Street, Stevens Point, WI

 Security | Fire | Camera Surveillance 
and Access Control

Family Restaurant

200 Division St. • Stevens Point, WI 
(715) 341-2266 

Open 7 Days a Week 6 a.m. - 10 p.m. 
CARRY-OUTS • Your Hosts: Peter

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

2801 Stanley St., Stevens Point   (715) 544-6612

Serving 
Breakfast 

Lunch  
Dinner

$1 OFF a 
Purchase of 
$7 or More.

Open Daily 
at 6am

Specialized  
Computer Systems

IT Services • Computer Repair 
Managed Services • Networking

836 Main St. • Stevens Point 
(715) 341-0060 

www.specializedcomputers.com

SERVICING ALL MAJOR 
APPLIANCES 

Specializing in GE • Whirlpool • Kenmore • 
Speed Queen & Kitchenaid • Maytag

Washers • Dryers • Dishwashers 
• Refrigerators • Freezers • Ranges 

1300 Okray Ave, Plover  •  345-0006

Tour Wittenberg 715.253.2125 
Tour Wausau 715.845.1214 

www.homme.org

INTEGRITY TAX SERVICE
The Year Around 

Tax Service

341-1585
1319 2nd St

ON THE SQUARE

 Stevens Point
Office: 715-343-5701 
Cell: 715-347-5227

julie@PrismRealEstate.net
I will treat you & your loved ones with dignity & Respect.

Julie Kowalski 
Realtor®

Contact Kena Owen to place 
an ad today! kowen@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x5876


