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you will see signs of their activity. Thanks, Glen, Gail, and
the B and G team for keeping things up so faithfully.

PASTOR CLAY’S
COLUMN

The worship and music staff have been busier than ever
during these uncertain days. I have been blessed to work
beside them in planning and offering worship services on
Sundays and Wednesdays. They have undertaken all of this
challenging work with joy and dedication. Thanks, Heidi,
Katie, and Matt for your devotion.
Todd Lewis has not stopped in his earnest desire to
provide ministry to our youth, their families, and our
Sunday School age children. This has been especially hard
because these are the ones who are not yet vaccinated.
Some of our youth have been; others have chosen not to
be, which makes it extremely difficult to hold youth events.
Let us pray that things will settle down so that the plans
for next summer’s Youth Gathering in Minneapolis will
allow for our kids to participate safely. Thanks, Todd, for
your unfailing commitment to our kids and families.

When we learned of the need to shut things down in
March, 2020, I thought it would last a few months. I was
dismayed that it was not over by Christmas. Now, a year
and a half later, we are still practicing safe protocols so as
to slow the Delta variant from infecting our people. I feel
personally blessed by the amazing patience that our
members have shown during this period.

Finally, a word of thanks to you all for your patience, your
unstoppable service in making quilts, serving food to the
hungry in our community, providing rides, serving the
homeless, visiting those in jail and those who are isolated,
donating food and materials for many good causes, caring
for our library, supporting the Nicaragua project, and
making yourselves open to the refugees that are coming to
our area. Even during the pandemic, it was a joy to behold
how the members of Trinity have lived out our mission of
worship, witness, and service. Thank you and God bless
you all.

Now that we are holding two worship services indoors,
people are slowly finding their way back. When I look out
at the gathering crowd in the sanctuary, it makes my heart
leap with joy. I know that many are still being cautious,
viewing our services online or on TV. Thank God we are
able to keep providing them worship opportunities in this
way.

~Pastor Clay

Today, as we approach Thanksgiving, I want to express my
gratitude for a number of people who have kept us going
over this long haul. I begin with Amy and the Learning
Center staff. They have been open throughout, and in the
past year and a half, have only shut down a couple times.
Their faithfulness has been an inspiration—and a critical
asset to the parents they serve. Thanks, Amy and team.

Live Streamed Worship
Beginning in November, Trinity’s worship staff will move
from live-streaming our 10:45 service to streaming our 9
a.m. service. Please note that those who prefer to watch
the service at 10:45 or later will still have full access to the
service at the time of their
choosing. Note also that our
services can be viewed on
Facebook,
YouTube,
our
Trinitysp.com website, and on local
access TV during the week.

Our office staff has kept up with all the work, while trying
to do much of it from home. Now we are nearly back to
normal. Tammy and Doris remain a joy to work with. Even
in spite of some illness and the long period of isolation,
they have kept a smile on their faces and a desire to serve
in their hearts. Thanks, Doris and Tammy.
Our highly skilled custodian, Glen, has taken the
opportunity to do a lot of extra building maintenance while
we were shut down. He attended to things that ordinarily
are hard to get to during regular building traffic. He has
worked closely with Gail Pucci, chair of our Buildings and
Grounds committee, attending to various things both
inside and outside the building. As you enter for worship,
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Don’t forget to set your
clocks back Saturday,
November 6th!

Our congregational Bylaws require that we hold an annual
meeting between January 15 and 31. They also allow for
creativity in holding our meetings, including electronic
means. Accordingly, the Executive Committee has set the
following dates for our budget information meetings and
our annual meetings, all of which will be held via Zoom.

th

Our Stewardship Appeal Sunday was October 10 ! We are
very grateful for the responses we’ve received to our
Stewardship Campaign thus far. Following our October
10th Appeal Sunday, we are confident that with further
follow-up efforts our goals will be met by the generosity of
our members. To assure our goals are reached, we are
following up to ask that you prayerfully consider your gift
for 2022, complete your Statement of Intent card, and
return it to the church office. Your Statement of Intent
cards may be dropped off at the church office (using the
mail slot in the church’s side door which is numbered with
a large 2), mailed to the church office or commitments
submitted via our online GivePlus+ application or GivePlus+
authorization form.
~Stewardship Committee

Informational meetings
Noon on Sunday, January 16
6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 19

Annual meeting
10:15 a.m. on January 23
Watch for more information about how to participate in
this important ministry event.

Leafathon!
When:

November 6, 2021, Saturday, 9:00 a.m.

Why:
Who:
What to bring:

To rake the MANY leaves and trim plants and bushes
Everyone is welcome.
Rakes and clippers

Let us together reduce the leaves and prepare our Trinity grounds for winter!
~The Buildings & Grounds Committee
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LOOSE CHANGE
SPARE-A-DIME
Loose Change for November:
Afghan Refugees – Lutheran
Social Services

Operation Christmas Child

shoebox
packing is being done separately this year and we
encourage families to make it a part of their fall
activities. We are looking for donations of beanie babies or
stuffed animals, toys, toothbrushes, socks, balls, small
games, etc. Please keep in mind it must fit in a shoebox
and not be breakable, liquids, or war related
toys. Donations can be placed in the bin at church and
marked for Operation Christmas Child. If you would like to
pick up a pre-fold box at church to pack your own shoebox
they will be available at church and need to be completed
and returned by November 17. Thank you for your support
of this ministry.
~Krista Olson

The crisis in Afghanistan has resulted in hundreds of
thousands of individuals fleeing their country. While the
numbers are ever evolving, it is estimated that up to
18,000 Afghan refugees will pass through Fort McCoy as
they enter into a resettlement program. Our congregation
did a marvelous job of responding to the appeal for
needed winter items for the refugees at Fort
McCoy. THANK YOU to all who donated. As
we wait for more news about how we can
help with the refugees that are being
temporarily housed at Fort McCoy, there is
still a way to be of assistance.
Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper
Michigan is just one of many agencies committing
assistance to helping the needs of our immigrants. As the
Wisconsin affiliate of the Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Service, LSS provides comprehensive resettlement
services to refugees fleeing from war and persecution
around the globe. The November Loose Change will be
directed to LSS to aid this organization in attending to
immediate needs. Cash donations are critical as this can
help families purchase the simplest of needs, such as
personal care items and shoes and clothing. Most of the
refugees fled their country with only the clothes they were
wearing.

Trinity will again be sponsoring several

“Holiday
Project.” We are

families through

Basket

the

developing an online sign-up system that
will work for both those who would like to purchase gifts
for our sponsored families, as well as those who would
prefer to donate to our efforts. Stay tuned to the Trinity
Weekly email as we get closer to December for the latest
details on how you can be a part of this special program.

Thank you for your generosity.
Make your check out to Trinity Lutheran Church with
LSS-Refugees on the memo line. Donate your Loose
Change or check in the offering plate on Sunday morning,
or mail it to Trinity Lutheran Church, or drop off the check
in the mail slot in door #2 on the west side of the church.

There are three ways you can donate:
1- Include your donation in your offering envelope. (Write
the amount in the box labeled “other.”)

At the end of the month Tammy in our office will
forward the combined amount to
LSS-Afghan Refugees.

2- Or on the memo line of your check simply indicate the
amount of your offering you would like to benefit to
Interfaith Food Pantry.

~Global & Local Outreach
Committee

3- You can also do an online donation
4

through

on our website.

“Hat and Mitten Tree”
This year’s “Hat and Mitten Tree” collection to benefit Operation Bootstrap has kicked off! Please bring
your donations of new hats, mittens or scarves to Trinity and place them in the appropriate bin just
outside the South doors of the church or add them to the tree in the narthex. With temperatures
dropping, let’s help make this season a little warmer for those in need throughout our community.
The last day to drop off items is Monday, December 6th. We are grateful for your continued
support!

GROCERY DONATIONS
Interfaith Food Pantry (IFP) will be the recipient of our cash
donations for groceries during November. Located in
Plover, IFP gives out groceries on the second and fourth
Tuesdays of each month. Approximately 160 families
received boxes of food in each of the past two distribution
dates.
Their priority is to give out the most nutritious foods
possible. This month our cash donations will go to
purchase milk for each family. This is an expenditure of
$400 - $500. They will also try to give each family a dozen
eggs.
We will continue to ask for cash donations rather than
actual groceries for the foreseeable future. Please indicate
on your check or offering envelope that you wish to
support Interfaith Food Pantry.
Interested in volunteering at Interfaith Food Pantry?
Volunteers are needed beginning at 4:00 pm to pack boxes
on the second and fourth Tuesdays on November. Give
Mel Dow a call at 715-347-2689 if you can help.

HUNGER
*God richly provides for our daily bread. Yet many still go
hungry. ELCA World Hunger is the ELCA’s collective
response to hunger and poverty around the world and
here in the United States. From health care to microloans,
water wells to farms, food pantries to community gardens,
the ELCA is committed to addressing the root causes of
hunger and poverty and building a world of justice in which
all are fed.
Working through Lutheran churches around the world,
congregations in the United States and other partners,
ELCA World Hunger is uniquely positioned to reach
communities. They start by listening to their neighbors and
learning how they can partner together to break the cycle
of hunger and poverty. Last year ELCA World Hunger
awarded 232 global grants to partners in 60 countries and
480 domestic grants to partners in 63 ELCA synods in the
United States and Caribbean.
*Information taken from Boundless – Summer 2021,
Stories of ELCA Ministries

Our Church’s New Mobile App is Here!
We’re excited to announce Trinity Lutheran Church has upgraded our mobile
app! Vanco, our eGiving provider, has launched an updated mobile app called
Vanco Mobile to replace GivePlus Mobile.
You can download the Vanco Mobile app for free from the App Store or
Google Play. From there, you can make a one-time donation or set up
recurring giving right through the app. Just select your fund and amount,
enter a payment method and complete the donation.

Please download Vanco Mobile as Vanco will be retiring GivePlus Mobile January 31, 2022.
If you have questions or need assistance with our new mobile app, please stop by the church office or call us at 715-3442869.
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Women’s ThankOffering
Sunday, November 21
9:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Pastor Diane Dardon’
Wednesdays
5:00 p.m.
Online Worship
Facebook Live
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I Love My Busy Book by Cyndy Szekeres (Pri Sze) follows
Little Mouse on his busy day through the A,B,C’s, 1,2,3’s,
colors, opposites, shapes, animal sounds, and feelings.

TRINITY
LIBRARY

Happy Reading!
Pat Gerbitz, for the Library Committee

Our library offers several new books for your reading
pleasure. The following titles include a wide variety of
choices.

TRINITY
QUILTMAKERS

Hiddlen Valley Road by Robert Kolker (616.89 Kol) tells the
true story of a family of twelve children. Six have been
diagnosed with schizophrenia, offering scientists the ability
to study the genetics of the disease. It is a powerful story
of people struggling with the disease and the people
supporting them.

Neighbors in Need are Waiting for your Quilts and Kits!
Due to the limited inventory in the LWR warehouses after
Covid, only a small number of quilts and kits were sent in
2021. So far, this year, quilts and kits have been shipped to
nine countries and more urgent requests are coming for
many more.

The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett (F Ben) shares the story
of twin sisters choosing two different paths. One stays in
her southern black hometown, the other, with lighter skin,
passes herself off as white and moves hundreds of miles
away. Eventually, their daughters’ lives also intertwine in a
story dealing with race, gender, and influences of the past.

The requests for quilts and kits are coming from:
 Vulnerable refugees and children escaping conflict in

Transcription by Kate Atkinson (F Atk) is a novel that takes
an eighteen-year-old woman recruited into 1940
espionage through her work in BBC radio when her past
catches up with her.

Jordan, Syria and Lebanon
 Orphans and the elderly in Tanzania
 Poor communities devastated by flooding in El

Saints, Signs, and Symbols by Hilarie and James Cornwell
(246 Cor) is a reference tool using illustrations and
explanations of the symbolic language of Christian art.

Salvador
 Families displaced by conflict in Armenia

Consider the Women by Debbie Blue (220.92 Blu) brings to
life the struggles, joys, and faith of three matriarchs of the
Bible, Hagar, Esther, and Mary.

 Street children at risk of being drawn into gangs in

Honduras
 Struggling school children in the Democratic Republic

The Last Chance Library by Freya Sampson (F Sam) is the
story of a small town library, its librarians, and some
eccentric locals that think of it as their safe space. This is
their fight to save their library from being replaced by a
bookmobile by an unscrupulous town council looking for
ways to save money.

of Congo
 Impoverished families in South Sudan

Everything is coming together as we get Quilts, Baby Care
Kits, School Kits and Personal Care Kits ready for shipment.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to these
projects for Lutheran World Relief.

From our primary shelves:
The Camping Trip by Jennifer Mann
(Pri Man) takes Ernestine from her
comfort zone to the outdoors,
opening her mind to new
experiences and challenges.
Breathe by Scott Magoon (Pri Mag)
follows a little whale on his underwater
adventures.

Work days in November are Tuesday, November 9 and
Thursday, November 18. LWR Quilts are highly regarded
throughout the world because of their quality and
consistency. Join us in the Chapel Area as
we work together making quilts that bring
comfort to the less fortunate.
~Lois Hagen
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The Worship Committee is planning the
Christmas decorations for the sanctuary. If
you would like to purchase a poinsettia for
their use, please return this form to the
church office by Monday, December 13th.

The next Trinity Lunch Bunch is at noon
Tuesday, November 16th @ Grazies. To
help us determine a number for the
reservation, RSVP anytime either by email
or phone that you will be attending.

Name__________________________________________

Jane Flanagan
flanagan55@charter.net or 715-341-4989

#_____Poinsettia(s) at $20.00 = $____________________

Jane Goudreau

Given in Memory of:
_______________________________________________
Given in Celebration of:

_______________________________________________
______ I will pick up my poinsettia following the 10:00
a.m. Christmas Day Service.
______ Please deliver the plant to a shut-in.

HEROES FOR YOUTH

______ I would like to help deliver plants to shut-ins.

Portage County Health and Human Services is looking for
treatment foster homes, which are affectionately named
HEROES Homes. HEROES Homes allow high-needs youth to
stay in our community, continue to attend the same school,
and receive intensive in-home services so family
reunification can happen sooner.
Youth placed in HEROES Homes will have significant
behavioral and/or mental health needs. However, these
are also youth who need a hero on their side; someone
who will not give up on them. Research shows that youth
who have ONE caring adult in their lives have a greater
chance of success than their peers who don’t. Our HEROES
Home foster parents receive extensive training prior to
placement, take part in monthly team meetings, receive
daily contact from their social
worker to help them adjust to
the needs of the youth, and
receive respite care.
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If you and your family are
interested in learning more,
please reach out to Sam
Cotter, the HEROES Home
Coordinator
for
Portage
County Health and Human
Services at (715)-340-1427 or
cotters@co.portage.wi.us.
Additionally, if you are
interested in a presentation or
meeting to learn more, Sam would be happy to set one up.

THANK & TELL
The Stewardship Committee wants to begin sharing the
many kinds of contributions that Trinity members make to
our ministry and mission. The goal is to thank people and
tell others what they have done. Enjoy our Thank and Tell
Corner.



Thanks to the men and women of the congregation
that have made and sent quilts and baby packages.



Thank you to Donna Schmit for the generous donation
of material for quilting.



Thank you to all that donated clothing to the
Afghanistan Refugee Appeal.



Thank you to Mary Kay Doolittle for her beautiful work
on the confirmation stoles. And to Ted Johanson for
designing and creating the candleholders each
confirmand received.

are required
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FROM OUR CHURCH RECORDS
THROUGH THE MONTH OF
SEPTEMBER 2021
12-MONTH
BUDGET
Envelope Offering

389,099.74

Loose Offering

5500.00

1,534.00

Miscellaneous

0.00

1,190.92

World Hunger

0.00

1,605.00

10,750.00

3,646.25

Receipts (YTD)

541,242.66

397,544.36

Disbursements

565,310.50

380,249.74

Net (+/-)

(24,067.84)

17,294.62

Receipts (Month)

35,975.84

Disbursements

41,868.13

Net (+/-)

(5,892.29)

Baptized Membership
Confirmed Membership

1410 ROGERS STREET ~ STEVENS POINT, WI 54481

CHURCH OFFICE
Phone.................................................................. (715) 344-2869
Hours .............................................. Weekdays 8:00 am-4:00 pm
Answering Machine ............................................ (715) 344-2869
Fax....................................................................... (715) 344-9123
Sunday Worship.................................. 9:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Worship .................................................... 5:00 p.m.
All Committee Night ............ Tuesday, November 2 at 7:00 p.m.
Church Council .................... Monday, December 27 at 6:30 p.m.
Trinity Website ............................................. www.trinitysp.com
Twitter ................................................................@TrinityinPoint

ACTUAL

521,984.66

Seasonal Offering

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

CHURCH STAFF
CONTACT
Clay Schmit, Senior Pastor .................................... 715-496-1957
ClaySchmit@trinitysp.com
Todd Lewis, Youth and Family .............................. 715-864-4614
ToddLewis@trinitysp.com
Doris Way, Administrative Assistant.............................344-2869
trinity@trinitysp.com
Tammy Koch, Financial Assistant..................................344-2869
tammykoch@trinitysp.com
Glen Bauer, Director, Building & Grounds ....................570-4931
GlenBauer@trinitysp.com
Katie Wroblewski, Principal Organist & Bell Choir .............572-3492
Heidi Corcoran, Coordinator of Worship and Arts .......592-3594
Matt Buchman, Conductor of Choirs & Praise Band.....498-3633
Barb Towey, Organist Emerita ......................................341-1825
Amy Kurkowski, TLC&P Director ...................................344-2227
East Central Synod website/e-mail ................................ecsw.org

12/31/19 12/31/20
1076
1064
789

783

AT THE ADVERTISERS SUPPORTING THE
TOWER. This Tower comes to you free

of charge thanks to our sponsors.
Please patronize the businesses that advertise on the back
page and thank them for their support. MANY THANKS TO

CHURCH COUNCIL
HOME
Tina Peters, President ...................................................341-6570
Jeff Martin, Past President............................................341-9619
Edye Ray, Vice President ..............................................592-6607
Donna Watson, Secretary .............................................341-7424
Sue Acaley, Treasurer ...................................................345-9935
Kristen Bean, Building & Grounds ................................340-5438
Jon Houtman, Christian Education ...............................342-4491
Roberta Holthusen, Christian Life & Growth ................341-0807
Megan Espe, Communication .......................................830-9434
Diane Witte, Global/Local Outreach .............................295-0121
Jeff Martin, Personnel...................................................341-9619
Joel Lemke, Stewardship ..............................................572-0259
Amy Kurkowski, TLC&P .................................................344-2227
Diane Witte, Worship ...................................................295-0121
Vacant, Youth & Family Ministry .......................................................

OUR ADVERTISERS!

Another way to support Trinity’s ongoing Youth and
Family programs. Are you an Amazon.com shopper?
When placing your upcoming Christmas orders visit
www.smile.amazon.com instead and select Trinity
Lutheran as the charity you support. It’s quick and
easy and 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible items
will be donated back to our ministry. AmazonSmile
features the same selection of products, low prices
and convenience as the regular site with the added
benefit of supporting community organizations.
Happy shopping!

TOWER STAFF
Editor: Tammy Koch, clerk@trinitysp.com
Tower Assembly:
Roberta Holthusen, Betty Scheppa, Shari Willer, Diane & Ralph
Lavin, Bea Berg, Judy Spilde, Laurie Graboski-Bauer
TOWER DEADLINE: November 16, 2021
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Sunday

9:00 a.m. Indoor Worship in our sanctuary
with limited attendance.
9:00 a.m. Online Worship-Facebook Live and
Website
10:45 a.m. Indoor Worship in our sanctuary
with limited attendance.

7

30

29

28

9:00 a.m. Indoor Worship in our sanctuary
1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
with limited attendance.
95/984
9:00 a.m. Online Worship-Facebook Live and 6:45 p.m. Troop 293
Website
10:45 a.m. Indoor Worship in our sanctuary
with limited attendance.

9:30 a.m. Nursing Home Services
1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
6:30 p.m. Pack 9293

9:00 a.m. Indoor Worship in our sanctuary
1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
with limited attendance. --ThankOffering
95/984
Service
6:45 p.m. Troop 293
9:00 a.m. Online Worship-Facebook Live and
Website
10:45 a.m. Indoor Worship in our sanctuary
with limited attendance. --ThankOffering
Service!

1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
6:30 p.m. Pack 9293

23

22

21

TOWER DEADLINE
9:30 a.m. Nursing Home Services
12:00 p.m. Lunch Bunch @
Grazies
1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
1:30 p.m. Library Committee
6:30 p.m. Pack 9293

16

1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
6:30 p.m. Executive Committee
6:45 p.m. Troop 293

15

9:00 a.m. Quilters
1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
6:30 p.m. Pack 9293
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8
1:00 p.m. Joy Circle
1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
6:00 p.m. B & G Committee
6:45 p.m. Troop 293

10:00 a.m. Whispering Pines
Service
10:00 a.m. Worship Committee
1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
6:30 p.m. Pack 9293
7:00 p.m. All Committee Night
7:00 p.m. GLO Committee

2

Tuesday

1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
6:30 p.m. Charity Circle
6:45 p.m. Troop 293

1

Monday

9:00 a.m. Indoor Worship in our sanctuary
with limited attendance.
9:00 a.m. Online Worship-Facebook Live and
Website
10:45 a.m. Indoor Worship in our sanctuary
with limited attendance.

14

11

5:00 p.m. Online WorshipFacebook Live
6:00 p. m. Thanksgiving
Worship on Facebook Live and
YouTube
6:30 p.m. Confirmation
8:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984

24

5:00 p.m. Online WorshipFacebook Live
6:30 p.m. Confirmation
8:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984

17

5:00 p.m. Online WorshipFacebook Live
6:30 p.m. Confirmation
8:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984

10

11:00 a.m. Willow Brooke
Service
5:00 p.m. Online WorshipFacebook Live
6:30 p.m. Confirmation
8:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984

3

Wednesday

25

26

19

12

5

Friday

Church Office Closed

8:00 a.m. Men's Bible
Study
9:00 a.m. Quilters
11:00 a.m. Northcrest
Service
1:00 p.m. Dimensions
Living Service
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8:00 a.m. Men's Bible
Study
11:00 a.m. Northcrest
Service
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8:00 a.m. Men's Bible
Study
10:00 a.m. Riverview
Lodge Service
11:00 a.m. Northcrest
Service
1:00 p.m. Dimensions
Living Service
1:00 p.m. Wellington
Place Service
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Thursday

9:00 a.m. Al-Anon
Meeting

27

9:00a.m. Al-Anon
Meeting
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9:00 a.m. Al-Anon
Meeting

13

9:00 a.m. Al-Anon
Meeting

9:00 a.m. Fall
B&G Work Day

6

Saturday

