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OFFICIAL NOTICE
The Annual Meeting of Trinity Lutheran Church will be
held on Sunday, January 26, 2020 during Middle Hour, in
Fellowship Hall. A question-and-answer session regarding
ideas, issues and topics to be considered at our 2020
Annual Meeting will take place in Fellowship Hall on
Sunday, January 19, 2020 during Middle Hour and
Wednesday, January 22,2020 at 6:15 p.m.

TLC Women .......................................... 7
Connect .......................................... 8-10
Calendar ............................................. 11

All members of the congregation are encouraged to
attend. Nursery is provided. Copies of the 2019 Annual
Report will be available on the ushers’ table on Sunday,
January 19, 2020.
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PASTOR CLAY’S COLUMN
Dear Trinity Friends,

Confirmation:

(12/8/19)
Caelen Woodrow Bolton
Kade Richard Smigaj

How beautiful it was to see so many people in worship
over the holidays. The music was splendid and there was
joy in the air. We sometimes lament that more people
don’t come to worship regularly during the rest of the year,
rather than being part of what a priest friend refers to as
the Lily and Poinsettia Crowd. Still, I am very grateful that
so many do come, even if only a few times per year.

First Communion:
Jeran Bolton (12/15/19)
Kyra Beversdorft (12/22/19)
Fritz Beversdorf (12/22/19)
Phineas Cooper (12/22/19)
Maya Hintz (12/22/19)
Clara Solin (12/22/19)
Zenin Wroblewski (12/22/19)

The reasons for declining attendance across the nation are
many. I have come to realize that the 200 or so that come
to worship each week are representative of at least 600
people whom we now call “regular” worshipers. Folks just
take turns being here while life continues to pull them in
many other directions. We had first communion on
December 22. When we were trying to select a date that
worked for everyone, one of the mom’s looked at her
calendar with hope. Then she said, “Well, we have hockey
that day—but I think we could skip that for first
communion.” I rejoiced—and I declared: “Wow, that is one
Sunday when church wins out over hockey!”

WORSHIP

Thanks to all who provided special music and decorations
for our Christmas season. These wonderful people
continue doing their good work, leading and assisting with
worship all year around. We can count on them to be here
whenever you are able to be with us. I pray that worship
may win out a little more often over sports and other
things. But, know that whenever we
gather, Christ is with us and the
time together is sacred and blessed.
Happy New Year!

January 12, topic Operation Bootstrap, presenter Jerry
Lineberger (board member). He will discuss Bootstrap and
have a question-and-answer session.
February 2, NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness),
presenters, Martin Lieber and Kristi Ahrens. They will give
an introduction about NAMI and what it is all about.

~Pastor Clay

Thank youRon Odejewski

ANNUAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given, in accordance with our church
constitution, that Trinity Lutheran Church will hold its 2020
Annual meeting on Sunday, January 26, 2020, during
Middle Hour.
Two question-and-answer sessions on the Trinity Lutheran
Church proposed 2020 budget are scheduled for Sunday
January 19, 2020 during Middle Hour, and Wednesday
January 22, 2020 at 6:15 p.m.
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Copies of our Annual Report will be available on January
19, 2020.

Report from the Worship
Staff on Worship
Experiments

You may sign up for 2020 Altar Flowers
on the chart in the narthex. A variety of
dates are still open. Bev’s Floral designs
the beautiful floral arrangements each
Sunday. The rate is $40.00 per week.

Last fall, the we announced that we were going to try some
experiments relating to worship. Here is what we
discovered.

JANUARY ACOLYTES

Experiment with shortening the 10:45 a.m. Sunday service:
This did not work out well. The only way to keep the
service to 45 minutes, we found, was if we omitted Holy
Communion regularly. We did choose fewer hymn stanzas
and made some other adjustments, but in the end, that did
not save much time. The closest we came was about 50
minutes a time or two. From now on, we will continue to
streamline things where possible, but we won’t try to
continue to aim for a 45 minute service.
Experiment with a Wednesday night 5:45 service: This has
worked out very well. We have had a quite regular group
of people coming on Wednesdays. It is usually between 12
and 24 people. And, they are people of all ages, including
youth and infants. It appears that having this option for
people is very attractive, which means that we will happily
continue the service.
Experiment with a Wednesday educational opportunity:
We have tried this because we have been attempting to
“take back Wednesdays.” Since the fall, we have been
offering a study group called Exploring our Faith. To date,
we have looked at Exploring our Neighbor’s Faith,
Exploring Hard Questions about our Faith, and a number of
other interesting topics. We have had a regular attendance
of 8-10 people for these discussion and intend to continue
them, beginning on January 15.
The nice thing about experiments is that whether they fail
or succeed, you always learn something important. We are
glad to have tried these worship and education
experiments and have learned how important it is for
people to have alternative times for worship and devotion.
Come check out our Wednesday offerings, perhaps at least
on the 3rd Wednesday of the month when we also have a
congregational potluck (at 5:00 p.m.). The service is
completely different from Sunday, so you won’t hear or
sing the same things as the past Sunday. Thank you.
~The Trinity Worship Staff
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8:15 a.m.

10:45 a.m.

1/5

Toren Anderson

Will Beversdorf

1/12

Cole Anderson
Ian Anderson

Lauren Lemke

1/19

Payton Vollendorf

Ella Solin

1/26

Eloise Cooper

Alaena Rice

LEARN
Recently I saw a humorous quip
stating:
" I was going to
clean house but then I realized that
this book isn't going to read
itself."
And we've all probably
encountered the "So many books, so
little time" comment. January seems
like a good month to take these to
heart and catch up on some reading.
Trinity Library has a large collection of fiction, including
classics and newly published titles. Some will cause deep
thought, others are light reading. The committee chooses
books we think will be meaningful and positive, and are
well-written. We encourage everybody to browse the
shelves or look at the loose-leaf catalogs for favorite
authors and titles.
The library committee is looking forward in 2020 to filling
the Little Free Library that will be installed near the Little
Free Pantry when weather allows. This is a new project to
reach out to the community, echoing the 2019 open house
theme: Library Outreach.
In 2019 we continued to refresh the collection by removing
worn or outdated books so the library will be more useable
and useful. We added about 80 new titles as well.
Continuing library committee members are: Kathy Bryer,
Pam Enerson, Pat Gerbitz, Jane Gjevre, Wanda Lay, Cathy
Palmini, Sharon Rothman, Sybil Strupp (chair). If you have
comments or questions about the library or good title
suggestions, you can contact any of us.
Stay warm and cozy with a good book!
Sybil Strupp, for the library committee

TLC PRESCHOOL
Trinity Learning Center & Preschool ended the year with
two amazing programs, the Center Christmas Program and
the 4K Holiday Program. Both programs were well done
due to the extra spectacular work of the TLC&P staff and
children and the great attendance by family and friends of
TLC&P.
2019 was an incredible year for TLC&P. We, the Trinity
Learning Center staff and I would like to say “Thank You” to
everyone who helps support the learning center
throughout the year.
2020 looks to be a promising year. Enrollment is up. We
are starting the year with full enrollment and a waiting list
for most rooms through 2020.
4K Registration for the 2020-2021 school year will be the
week of February 24, 2020. If you have a child entering 4K
please
consider
enrolling them in
our 4K program. We
have been given a
distinguished rating
from the Stevens
Point School District
throughout the last few years, which means we go above
and beyond the expectations of the district curriculum. If
you have any questions about how to enroll or what the
program is all about, please stop in or call the Learning
Center at 715-344-2227.
Happy New Year!
Amy Kurkowski, TLC&P

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Happy New Year! Welcome to 2020. In December, “Christmas Hope” was presented by our
Sunday School students. The children did a wonderful job in presenting the true meaning of
Christmas to the congregation. We would like to thank the readers and actors, Katie
Wroblewski for playing so beautifully for the pageant, Pastor Clay and Todd Lewis, as well as
the parents and siblings who helped throughout the show and provided tasty
refreshments. It was a truly blessed event.
Sunday School will resume on Sunday, January 5. Students will study Moses and the 10 Commandments. Adam Hamilton
states, “As theological statements each tells us something about God, and God’s will for humanity. They offer a vision for
how we live, love and relate to one another. And they help us to know the boundaries as we seek to live our lives. They
functioned in this way for the ancient Israelites, and they continue to function this way for us today.” We wish all a happy,
healthy, and prosperous New Year!
DeeAnn, Christian Education Committee
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SERVE

Grocery Donations—

Operation
Bootstrap is the recipient of our grocery
donations during January. Their shelves need
restocking, especially with cans of soup, vegetables, fruit,
meals-in-a-can and meats. They can also use dried beans,
especially lentils. Non-food items such as shampoo, body
wash, toothpaste, laundry detergent and paper products
are also greatly appreciated.
Thanks for your donations of nonfood items to the
Interfaith Food Pantry during December. Your donations
spread the joy of Christmas to the IFP recipients.
~Janet Swiston for Global & Local Outreach Committee

Loose Change— SPARE-A-Dime
January—Stevens Point Warming Center
For many of us, when we are cold, we have
several choices--warmer clothes, grabbing
another blanket or even turning up the heat.
Unfortunately, some in our Stevens Point
community do not have such options. To
help keep our community members warm,
our January Loose Change/Spare-A-Dime
donation will go to the Stevens Point Warming Center.
The Warming Center operates November through April.
Last winter, the Center served over 65 guests, an increase
over the previous year’s guest count of 22. This year, the
demand will be even greater.
Your spare change will be used to purchase important
supplies that need frequent replacement such as pillows,
sleeping bags and cots. With the Hope Center at capacity,
the demand for a warm place to sleep is high. Please be
generous with your coins to warm both hearts and bodies
this winter.
~Anne Hoffman, Global Local Outreach Committee

AT THE ADVERTISERS SUPPORTING THE
TOWER. This Tower comes to you free

of charge thanks to our sponsors.
Please patronize the businesses that advertise on the back
page and thank them for their support. MANY THANKS TO
5

OUR ADVERTISERS!
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ELECTRONIC GIVING

TLC WOMEN

Travelers keep up with regular offerings by giving
electronically. Just as you rely upon receiving income on a
regular basis, Trinity relies on your regular contributions.
Trinity appreciates the efforts of congregation members to
make consistent donations throughout the year—
especially during popular winter and summer travel
periods. To assist you, the church provides a convenient
electronic giving option for setting up regular
contributions. We welcome your donations through the
giving page on the church website at www.trinitysp.com. If
you would rather, you can come to the church office and
complete a paper authorization form.

Trinity Quiltmakers
IN ETHIOPIA, FAMILIES IN DESPERATE NEED
WELCOME QUILTS AND CARE KITS
Can you imagine having nothing? This is the
reality for families in Ethiopia who have
had to flee from their homes to escape
ethnic conflict with only the safety of their children as their
sole concern. At the Kera refugee camp in Ethiopia—now
home to 5,000 people—the need is extraordinary.
Women there express their deep and heartfelt gratitude
for quilts that help the children stay warm and the items in
the Personal Care Kits help to keep families clean. Families
are so appreciative that they treat the quilts reverently,
refusing to put them on the ground. Because we make the
quilts by hand, putting love and care into each stitch, these
people see the quilts as a personal gift and treat them as
such.

SAVE THE DATE
CHOCOLATE
SUNDAY

The quilts and care kits have helped to ease the suffering
of misplaced persons. LWR says, “Thank you for comforting
families in their times of greatest need.”
Our quilting days in January are Tuesday, January 14th and
Thursday, January 23rd. We begin at 9 a.m., break for tea/
coffee and treats at 10:30 a.m., have lunch at 12:30 p.m.
and work until 3:00 p.m. You can come for the whole day
or for as long as you’d like. If you are adding something
new to your volunteer list for the New Year, consider
joining us for quilting.
~Lois Hagen

On Sunday, February 16, be
sure to check out the Trinity
Lutheran Church Women’s
popular
fundraiser
CHOCOLATE SUNDAY!
This
takes place during the Middle
Hour Fellowship time. If you
normally
attend
second
service and generally miss this
wonderful fellowship time,
please make a point to get to
church between 9:30 and
10:15 in order to participate.

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
With Thrivent Choice®, you can
recommend where some of Thrivent
Financial’s charitable outreach funds
go. Last year, a total of $2,829 was
directed to Trinity from eligible
members who have used this program.
Our thanks go out to the participants
who have so generously directed their
Choice Dollars to Trinity!

2020 RUMMAGE SALE DATES:
7

April 3 & 4 and May 1 & 2

The Stewardship Committee wants to
begin sharing the many kinds of
contributions that Trinity members
make to our ministry and mission. The
goal is to thank people and tell others
what they have done. Enjoy our Thank

CONNECT

and Tell Corner.

Potluck Supper

 Thank you to Roberta Holthusen, Su Melby, Gail Pucci
and Pat Gerbitz for helping in the office.

Enjoy a wonderful meal, meet new friends and deepen
your existing relationships at this month’s Wednesday
Night Potluck Supper on Wednesday, January 15th at
5:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Bring your family, friends, a
dish to pass and join us for good food and fellowship.
Donations will help stock the “Little Free Pantry.”
~Christian Life and Growth Committee

 Thanks to the Men’s Bible Study for putting up the
Christmas Tree.
 Dave Acaley for his special help and also to the ladies
that helped with Breakfast with Santa.
 B&G for helping install the new north hallway classroom
doors.
 Andria Bena, volunteers and our generous donors for
their help with Holiday Baskets.

Lunch Bunch plans to meet at El
Molcajete Mexican Grill (1160 Meridian
Dr, Plover WI 54467) on Tuesday,
January 21st. Please call the church
office before 10:00 a.m. that morning
to say you’ll join us.
~Jane Goudreau and Jane Flanagan

Amazon Smile
Another way to support Trinity’s ongoing Youth and Family
programs. Are you an Amazon.com shopper? When placing
an order visit www.smile.amazon.com instead and select
Trinity Lutheran as the charity you support. It’s quick and
easy and 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible items will
be donated back to our ministry. AmazonSmile features
the same selection of products, low prices and
convenience as the regular site
with the added benefit of
supporting
community
organizations. Happy shopping!
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 Thank you on behalf of Operation Bootstrap for your

thoughtful contribution of $207.25, food and the large
box of knit hats. Because of caring people like you, our
work of helping those in need in our community will
continue to flourish. You may be assured that your
donation will be put to good use. ~Operation Bootstrap
 On behalf of the Salvation Army-Hope Center, I would

like to thank you for your generous donation of $507. It
is very kind of you to think of others and the hard times
they are facing. Your generous gift will go to help those
in need and I know they are thankful for people like
you. ~Ed C. Wilson, The Salvation Armey—Hope Center
 Thank you to everyone who contributed items for the

mitten tree this year. We donated 128 hats of which
amazingly, Cathy Bryer made 89 of them, 23 scarves,
15 pairs of mittens and gloves, 4 hat and mitten sets
and 1 pair of socks to Operation Bootstrap. Operation
Bootstrap was very happy to receive them. ~Laurie
Graboski Bauer
 Thank you to everyone at Trinity who helped with the

holiday baskets we sponsored this Christmas time. This
year we sponsored 2 two-person families, a mom and
dad with three children, and a family of seven.
Whether you purchased gifts, baked cookies, donated
cash for groceries, wrapped gifts, shopped for groceries
or delivered the baskets to our four families, it was
very much appreciated by the recipients. Thanks again
for sharing God’s love with our neighbors in Portage
County. ~Andria Bena and Todd Lewis, Global/Local
Outreach and Youth and Family Ministry Committees
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FROM OUR CHURCH RECORDS THROUGH THE
MONTH OF NOVEMBER 2019
ANNUAL
BUDGET

ACTUAL

481,823.16

438,493.53

Loose Offering

5,500.00

5,978.58

Miscellaneous

0.00

2,551.41

World Hunger

0.00

3,328.00

8,500.00

7,622.90

500,334.16

459,114.89

Envelope Offering

Seasonal Offering
Receipts (YTD)
Disbursements

537,454.00

470,732.28

Net (+/-)

(37,119.84)

(11,617.39)

Receipts (Month)

33,154.85

Disbursements

36,166.16

Net (+/-)

(3,011.31)

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1410 Rogers Street • Stevens Point, WI 54481
CHURCH OFFICE
Phone .................................................................. (715) 344-2869
Hours .......................................... Weekdays 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Answering Machine ............................................ (715) 344-2869
Fax....................................................................... (715) 344-9123
Sunday Worship .................................. 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Middle Hour .................................................................. 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Worship .................................................... 5:45 p.m.
All Committee Night ................. Tuesday, January 7 at 7:00 p.m.
Church Council ........................ Tuesday, January 14 at 6:30 p.m.
Trinity Website ............................................. www.trinitysp.com
Twitter ................................................................@TrinityinPoint
CHURCH STAFF
CONTACT
Clay Schmit, Senior Pastor .................................... 715-496-1957
ClaySchmit@trinitysp.com
Todd Lewis, Youth and Family .............................. 715-864-4614
ToddLewis@trinitysp.com
Doris Way, Administrative Assistant.............................344-2869
trinity@trinitysp.com
Tammy Koch, Financial Assistant ..................................344-2869
tammykoch@trinitysp.com
Glen Bauer, Director, Building & Grounds ....................570-4931
GlenBauer@trinitysp.com
Katie Wroblewski, Principal Organist & Bell Choir .............572-3492
Heidi Corcoran, Coordinator of Worship and Arts .......592-3594
Matt Buchman, Conductor of Choirs & Praise Band .....498-3633
Barb Towey, Organist Emerita ......................................341-1825
Amy Kurkowski, TLC&P Director ...................................344-2227
East Central Synod website/e-mail ................................ecsw.org

12/31/17 12/31/18
1107
1097

Baptized Membership
Confirmed Membership

809

Average Sunday Worship Attendance
Average Midweek Worship Attendance
Average Sunday School Attendance

810

12/31/18 11/30/19
185
176
17

20
22

If school is canceled due to the
weather, Trinity Lutheran Church Office
will be closed and any activities will
also be cancelled. Listen to WSPT radio,
or WAOW Channel 9 TV or check
Facebook or Twitter for cancellation
information.

Trinity staff members visit area hospitals regularly. We call
and visit daily at St. Michael’s in Stevens Point, and we call
St. Clare’s and Aspirus in Wausau weekly and visit as
needed. If you do not specify Trinity when you enter the
hospital, come in through emergency, or are transferred to
another hospital, your name is not given out. Please note:
Saint Joseph’s Hospital in Marshfield does not give out
patient names, so please have a family member give us a
call if you are in the hospital. Call and advise the church
office of your hospitalization as we want to visit you.

CHURCH COUNCIL
HOME
Jeff Martin, President ...................................................341-9619
Joel Lemke, Past President ...........................................572-0259
Tina Peters, Vice President ...........................................341-6570
London Cooper, Secretary ............................................347-9663
Sue Acaley, Treasurer ...................................................345-9935
Tom Johnson, Building & Grounds ...............................630-1070
Pam Houtman, Christian Education ..............................342-4491
Terry Koch, Christian Life & Growth .............................341-8540
Megan Espe, Communication .......................................830-9434
Diane Witte, Global/Local Outreach .............................295-0121
Jeff Martin, Personnel...................................................341-9619
Joel Lemke, Stewardship ..............................................572-0259
Amy Kurkowski, TLC&P .................................................344-2227
Martin Lieber, Worship.................................................341-7354
Melissa Molski, Youth & Family Ministry ...........................252-8770
TOWER STAFF
Editor: Tammy Koch, clerk@trinitysp.com
Tower Assembly:
Roberta Holthusen, Betty Scheppa, Carol Walther, Mary Ann
Stevens, Shari Willer, Diane & Ralph Lavin, Bea Berg, Judy Spilde,
Laurie Graboski-Bauer
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TOWER DEADLINE: January 21, 2020

28
9:30 a.m. Nursing Home
Services
1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 293

13

12:00 p.m. Joy Circle
1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
6:45 p.m. Scout Troop 293

20

1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
5:00 p.m. Executive
Committee
6:45 p.m. Scout Troop 293

27

9:00 a.m. Cub Scout Pack 293Pack Pine Wood Derby
1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
5:50 p.m. PCCCA
6:45 p.m. Scout Troop 293

12

Baptism Of Our Lord
Youth Book Sale - Fellowship
Hall
8:15 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Middle Hour Operation Bootstrap
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Turn-Out
10:45 a.m. Worship

19

2nd Sunday Of Epiphany
8:15 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Middle Hour Question & Answer
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Turn-Out
10:45 a.m. Worship
2:00 p.m. Annual Conference
Assembly

26

3rd Sunday Of Epiphany
8:15 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Middle Hour - Annual
Meeting
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Turn-Out
10:45 a.m. Worship

TOWER DEADLINE
9:30 a.m. Nursing Home
Services
12:00 p.m. Lunch Bunch - El
Molcajete Mexican Grill
1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
1:30 p.m. Library Committee
6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 293

21

9:00 a.m. Quilters
10:00 a.m. Worship Committee
1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
6:30 p.m. B & G Committee
6:30 p.m. Church Council
6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 293

14

10:00 a.m. Whispering Pines
Service
1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 293
7:00 p.m. All Committee Night

Epiphany Of Our Lord
1:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
6:30 p.m. Charity Circle at
Janet Swiston's house
6:45 p.m. Scout Troop 293

7

6

Tuesday

2nd Sunday After Christmas
8:15 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Middle Hour
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Turn-Out
10:45 a.m. Worship

Lois and Ozz Hagen 715-344-7460

Funeral Lunch Coordinators

Monday

5

Sunday

JANUARY 2020

11
5:45 p.m. Worship
6:15 p.m. Bell Choir
6:15 p.m. Exploring Our Faith
6:30 p.m. Confirmation
7:15 p.m. Trinity Choir
8:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984

29

5:45 p.m. Worship
6:15 p.m. Bell Choir
6:15 p.m. Question & Answer
6:30 p.m. Confirmation
7:15 p.m. Trinity Choir
8:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984

22

5:00 p.m. Potluck
5:45 p.m. Worship
6:15 p.m. Bell Choir
6:15 p.m. Exploring Our Faith
6:30 p.m. Confirmation
7:15 p.m. Trinity Choir
8:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984

15

5:45 p.m. Worship
6:15 p.m. Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. Confirmation
7:15 p.m. Trinity Choir
8:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984
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6:45 a.m. Men's Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Northcrest
Service
1:00 p.m. Brookdale Service

30

6:45 a.m. Men's Bible Study
9:00 a.m. Quilters
10:30 a.m. Northcrest
Service
1:00 p.m. Brookdale Service

23

6:45 a.m. Men's Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Northcrest
Service
1:00 p.m. Brookdale Service

16

6:45 a.m. Men's Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Northcrest
Service
10:30 a.m. Riverview Lodge
Service
1:00 p.m. Brookdale Service
1:00 p.m. Wellington Service

9

6:45 a.m. Men's Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Northcrest
Service
1:00 p.m. Brookdale Service
5:30 p.m. Stephen Ministry
6:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
8:00 p.m. Service Broadcast
95/984

Thursday
2

Wednesday
1

31

24

17

10

3

Friday

Saturday

9:00 a.m. AA Meeting
9:00 a.m. Cub Scout Pack
293- Pack Pinewood Derby

25

9:00 a.m. AA Meeting

18

9:00 a.m. AA Meeting

11

9:00 a.m. AA Meeting
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